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Next Board Meeting/Open Forum 
 

The next Board of Directors meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 8, 2012 in 

the Clubhouse.   

 

The Open Forum starts at 6:30 pm and 

is the time set aside for homeowners to 
address the Board of Directors.  The 
Board Meeting starts promptly following 

the Open Forum.  An agenda for the meet-
ing is posted by the Clubhouse entry doors  
and mailboxes four days prior to the meet-

ing date.  Come join us! 

Landscape Committee Meeting 

Co-Chairs Maryalice Heim/Sheba Solomon 
 

The next Landscape Committee meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 16, 2012, 
at 7:00 pm in the Clubhouse.  Please 

submit any landscaping requests, in writing, 

for the committee's consideration. 

Winter rains are good - plumbing leaks 
are bad.  Unfortunately, we continue to 
have numerous plumbing leaks each year 
that cause extensive damage to our homes 
and personal belongings, resulting in ex-
pense to the homeowner and the HOA. 

 Some water problems are the result of 
the age of our plumbing infrastructure, 
including water pipes and sewer pipes.  
After 30 years of use, water pipes some-
times spring a leak but, more often, it’s the 
equipment attached to the water pipe that 
fails.  It can be a malfunctioning toilet fill 
valve, a failed shutoff valve under a sink or 
a ruptured hose for a washing machine, 
sink or ice maker.     

Sewer pipe leaks can be even worse.  
Most sewer leaks are caused by failed 
pipes inside the walls or floors and can be 
very difficult to diagnose and repair.  In a 
worse case scenario, toilet waste water 
leaks into the walls and/or inside the con-
crete floor, causing all kind of problems.       

Most leaks cause only minor problems, 
still an inconvenience, but can be repaired 
relatively easily with little damage.  

Unfortunately, we have a few major 
instances each year as well, resulting in up 

to $50,000 in damage, covered by HOA 
insurance, resident supplemental insur-
ance and the homeowner.   

Homeowners can help themselves by 
replacing old shutoff valves, toilet fill valves 
and water line hoses with new stainless 
steel clad hoses.   

Over the past few years, the HOA has 
replaced the original water shutoff valve for 
each unit with a newer ball valve enabling 
the resident to easily shut off their water in 
the event of a leak or when they are leav-
ing home overnight or longer.  

The Board recommends that residents 
check their interior water hoses and make 
upgrades as necessary.  Additionally, test 
your shutoff valve and use it to shut off the 
water to your unit when you’re not home.   

The Good and Bad of Water 

HOA Insurance Disclosure Statements 
Included with this month’s Newsletter is 

a copy of the insurance disclosure state-
ment for the policy period March 24, 2012 
to March 24, 2013.  You will notice that the 
Association has placed its master blanket 
policy with Bay Area Insurance and the 
earthquake insurance with Monterey Insur-
ance Agency.  It is recommended that you 
review the attached information with your 
insurance agent to make sure you have 
adequate supplemental coverage.  If you 
have any questions about the master pol-
icy, please contact Bay Area Insurance at 
650-654-9750 or, for earthquake insur-
ance questions, call Monterey Insurance at 
831-642-4002.    

The Board will continue to place 
$8,500/month into a special line item 
called Earthquake Insurance Deductible 

Expense.  The money from this account 
will only be used to offset any cost associ-
ated with damage caused by an earth-
quake. 

 NOTE - A WORD OF CAUTION:  The 
insurance industry for multiple-residence 
dwellings is now mandating certain condi-
tions under which these polices are pro-
vided.  One of the conditions is the elimi-
nation of charcoal barbecues from any 
second story balconies.  We have assured 
the insurance carrier that we are doing 
everything in our power to make sure that 
the conditions for the use of barbecues on 
balconies are optimum for safety and fire 
prevention.  Along these lines, please 
make sure that you are using only a pro-
pane type barbecue on your balcony or 
deck areas. 

WATER 

ON 

WATER 

OFF 
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Monthly Parking Summary - March 2012 
 

WARNING Ticket - Resident in Guest Space - 4  

FINAL WARNING Ticket - Resident in Guest Space - 1 

TOW Ticket - Resident in Guest Space - 1 
 

WARNING Ticket - Resident over 24 hours in Open Space - 5 

FINAL WARNING Ticket - Resident over 24 hours in Open Space - 1 

TOW Ticket - Resident over 24 hours in Open Space - 0 
 

WARNING Ticket - Expired DMV Tags - 1 

FINAL WARNING Ticket - Expired DMV Tags - 0 

TOW Ticket - Expired DMV Tags - 0 
 

 

With the cost of a TOW over $300, homeowners are encouraged to know the 
Association parking rules and to follow them. HOA parking rules can be 

found on the mailbox bulletin boards and at www.1600hamiltonplace.org. 

HOA BIZ - What’s Happening around Hamilton Place  

 Gutter Cleaning - You have until May 1st to report a clogged downspout 

to Community Management Customer Service at 559-1977. 

 Association Telephone Contacts - Check the listing below for important 

telephone numbers for 1600 Hamilton Place residents.  Remember, in an 

emergency, call 911 first.  When able, call the HOA Security Office and 
leave a voicemail update.  As a reminder, the Community Management 

Customer Service number is answered 24 hours a day/7 days a week. 

 Architecture Violations - Thanks again to the many residents who have 

corrected violations brought to their attention over the past few months.  

The Architecture Committee appreciates the prompt response and will 
continue to monitor the situation to ensure violations are corrected. 

 Bugbusters - Call Harold at 408-262-1968 if you see any bug activity 

outside your unit.  This is the time of year when small black ants come out 

of their underground nests to warm themselves in the sun on the edge of 
a sidewalk.  Call Bugbusters and leave him a message with the location.  
The HOA has a fixed contract and there’s no charge to the resident. 

 Street Repairs and Sealing - Pavement and storm drain repairs have 

been completed for the interior streets within the community.  When the 
weather warms up a little more, major cracks in the pavement will be filled 
and all streets will be sealcoated and repainted for parking spaces and 

curbs.  Notices will be posted advising residents of work plan.   

 Community Social - Save the date of Sunday, June 3rd, for the next 

Community Social at the Clubhouse. 

 Welcome Wagon - Welcome to Garreth & Barbara on Ashmeade. 
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Hamilton Place Street Sweeping - 4/19 & 5/17 
 

The 3rd Thursday of every month is the scheduled sweeping 
date by the City for the Hamilton Place loop (usually between 

10-11 am).  Signs will be posted on mailbox bulletin boards.   

Landscape Committee Report 
The Board of Directors provides a budget and determines the guidelines that 

must be adhered to for landscaping maintenance and upgrade projects.   

The current focus of work is on completing the hard pruning of shrubbery as 

well as removal of liquid amber seed pods.  The first phase of a three year 
plan for mature hedge replacements along Leigh Avenue has been com-
pleted.  The Committee is working with Lewis Tree Service to develop a 

multi-year plan for the removal of problematic and/or diseased trees, includ-

ing a plan for replacements.     

The Committee continues to monitor the landscaping and one significant 
issue is the loss of plants due to dog owner’s failure to prevent their dogs 

from urinating on shrubbery.  Currently, five plants need to be replaced at the 

HOA expense due to this continuing problem.  CONTROL YOUR DOG!   
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Exterior Changes to your Unit  
  

Please remember that the governing documents for the 
Hamilton Place Community Association require that all 
changes to the exterior appearance of your unit must have 

prior approval from the Board of Directors.  This means that 
anytime you want to change the design of your entry or patio 
areas, you must first provide a written request for approval to 

the Board describing, in detail, the proposed changes.  Fail-
ure to do so may result in the Board requiring that you 
change the modification, at your expense.  The reason for 

this rule is to maintain the overall appearance of the complex 

as originally intended by the developer. 

The CC&Rs stipulate that all doors and windows are the 
responsibility of the unit owners.  Please make sure you have 

approval from the Board prior to installing new windows, 
doors and exterior light fixtures.  In addition, the exterior of all 
window coverings must be white or off-white.  The architec-

tural guidelines and the change application are available on 

the HOA website at www.1600hamiltonplace.org.   

Pools and Spa Open! 
 

The pools will be heated beginning 
May 1st.  You can find the full Pool 
and Spa Rules on the Association  

website.  Here are a few reminders: 

 The hours for pool and spa usage are 8am-10pm on 

weekdays and 8am-11pm on weekends.  Anyone under 

the age of 14 must be accompanied by an adult resident. 

 No glass containers are allowed in the pool areas. 

 Please keep in mind that the pools and the spa are lo-

cated in close proximity to your neighbor’s homes and 

keep the noise levels to a minimum.   

 The spa temperature is set for 102 degrees.  Although 

some may prefer it hotter, California Civil Code sets the 

maximum temperature in a public spa to 104  degrees. 

 Please make sure that the pool gate is closed when you 

are entering and leaving the pool area.  Also, do not prop 

open the pool gate or the restroom doors, as this could 
cause a safety problem with unauthorized access to the 

facilities (this goes for the tennis courts as well). 

Resident Open Forum at 6:30 pm in Clubhouse 
 

Your Board is working in many areas to maintain and im-
prove our community.  Your input will help us stay focused 
on what’s important.  The Open Forum starts at 6:30 pm on 

the 2nd Tuesday of each month before the Board Meeting.  
Regular topics include security, landscaping, parking, archi-

tecture and maintenance. 
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