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Next Board Meeting/Open Forum 
 

The next Board of Directors meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 10, 2011 in 

the Clubhouse.   

 

The Open Forum starts at 6:30 pm and 

is the time set aside for homeowners to 
address the Board of Directors.  The 
Board Meeting starts promptly following 

the Open Forum.  An agenda for the meet-
ing is posted by the Clubhouse entry doors  
and mailboxes four days prior to the meet-

ing date.  Come join us! 

Landscape Committee Meeting 

Co-Chairs Maryalice Heim/Sheba Solomon 
 

The next Landscape Committee meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 18, 2011, 
at 7:00 pm in the Clubhouse.  Please 

submit any landscaping requests, in writing, 

for the committee's consideration. 

Respect the Power of Water . . . 

Earthquake Preparedness (Revisited) 

The recent rain storms have 
been very beneficial in many 
ways, filling our reservoirs, 
helping nature get a jump on 
springtime growth and reduc-
ing the HOA water bill for landscaping.  
Water is a source of life that we all appre-
ciate, but it has a downside for homeown-
ers and the Association as well.  Each 
year, we have numerous water leaks in 
the complex causing damage to units and 
personal belongings, resulting in expense 
to the homeowner and the Association. 

 Some water leaks are small and 
caught before too much damage is 
caused.  On the other hand, some leaks 
are nearly catastrophic.  Each year, we 
have about a dozen water leaks in the 
complex.  Most are of the minor variety, 
still an inconvenience, but able to be re-
paired relatively easily. 

Unfortunately, we have a few major 
instances each year as well, usually due to 
a malfunctioning toilet or a ruptured water 
hose for a washer, sink or icemaker.  A 
major leak can cause up to $50,000 in 
damage, covered by HOA insurance, resi-
dent supplemental insurance and the 
homeowner.   

What can be done?  Home-
owners can help themselves 
by replacing old washing ma-
chine hoses with new stainless 
steel clad hoses as well as 

ensuring sink and toilet lines are also re-
placed with newer hoses and valves.   

Over the past two years, the HOA has 
initiated an action plan to replace the origi-
nal water shutoff valve for each unit with a 
newer ball valve.  The HOA plumbing con-
tractor has already replaced about 50% of 
the old gate valves, enabling the resident 
to quickly shutoff their water in the event of 
a leak or when they are leaving home 
overnight or longer.  

  Old gate valve            New ball valve 

The Board recommends that residents 
check their interior water hoses and make 
upgrades as necessary.  Additionally, test 
your shutoff valve and use it to shut off the 
water to your unit when you’re not home.   

HOA President Lynn Comer put to-
gether three earthquake preparedness 
articles last year in the Newsletter.  With 
the recent earthquake activity in Japan in 
mind, here’s a few reminders to ensure 
you’re ready to take care of yourself and 
family in such a situation:  

Step 1 – Identify potential hazards in 
your home and fix them - use earth-
quake straps, hooks and putty; tie down 
tall furniture and appliances; ensure your 
water heater is strapped to wall studs etc. 
(Feb 10 Newsletter). 

Step 2 - Creating a Disaster-
Preparedness Plan - know how to be 
safe during a quake - in a doorway or next 
to sturdy furniture to have a survivable 
pocket of space; know how to respond 

after a quake - meet in a designated place 
& shut off utilities etc. (Mar 10 Newsletter). 

Step 3 - Creating a Disaster Kit - Put 
together a small personal disaster kit for 
each member of your family - backpack or 
bag for medications, shoes, clothes, plas-
tic bags, water, etc and put together a 
disaster kit for the entire household - first 
aid kit, food, water, batteries, radio, flash-
lights, supplies, blankets, gloves, toilet 
paper etc. (Jun 10 Newsletter).  

 Most importantly, spend time with your 
family members to discuss what might 
occur in an earthquake and how you’re 
going to handle it.  Develop your disaster 
plan, prepare disaster supply kits and 
practice your plan.   

     Do it now before its too late. 
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Monthly Parking Summary - March 2011 
 

WARNING Ticket - Resident in Guest Space - 3  

FINAL WARNING Ticket - Resident in Guest Space - 1 

TOW Ticket - Resident in Guest Space - 0 
 

WARNING Ticket - Resident over 24 hours in Open Space - 0 

FINAL WARNING Ticket - Resident over 24 hours in Open Space - 1 

TOW Ticket - Resident over 24 hours in Open Space - 0 
 

WARNING Ticket - Expired DMV Tags - 0 

FINAL WARNING Ticket - Expired DMV Tags - 0 

TOW Ticket - Expired DMV Tags - 0 
 

With the cost of a TOW over $300, homeowners are encouraged to know the 
Association parking rules and to follow them. HOA parking rules can be 

found on the mailbox bulletin boards and at www.1600hamiltonplace.org. 

HOA BIZ - What’s Happening around Hamilton Place  

 Board of Director’s Appointment - As announced in last month’s 

Newsletter, Heath Birkendahl has resigned his Board position.  The Board 

has appointed Scott Smithwick to fill the remainder of Heath’s term, 
ending in March 2012.  Heath served on the Board for three years, 
heading up the Architecture Committee and helping get the HOA website 

up and running.  He will continue to serve as the Chair for the Architecture 

Committee.  The Board thanks Heath for his outstanding service.  

 Gutter Downspout Cleaning - You have until May 1st to get your gutter 

downspouts cleaned if they’re clogged.  Contact Community Management 

Customer Service at 559-1977 to let them know the location of the clog. 

 Bugbusters Service Available - The Association maintains a contract 

with Bugbusters to help keep our homes free of bugs.  Harold from 
Bugbusters will spray the exterior of your unit at no cost to you.  When 

you see ants and other insects, call him at 408-262-1968.  Bugbusters 
does not spray interiors, but Harold may need to go into your unit to 

access balcony areas.     

 CMS eBills - Contact Rosie Bernal at Community Management at 408-

559-1977 x137 or rbernal@communitymanagement.com to get your 

monthly statement and Newsletter (in color) emailed to you. 

 Termites - Let Community Management Customer Service know if you 

think you see evidence of termites in or around your unit.  Look around 
baseboards and window sills for signs such as small translucent wings, 

mud trails, small black pepper droppings, holes in walls or flying ants. 

  Welcome Wagon - Welcome to Steve on Foxhall. 
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Hamilton Place Street Sweeping - 4/21 & 5/19 
 

The 3rd Thursday of every month is the scheduled sweeping 
date by the City for the Hamilton Place loop (usually between 

10-11 am).  Signs will be posted on bulletin boards.   

Landscape Committee Report 
The Board of Directors provides a budget to the Committee which  deter-

mines the guidelines that the Committee must adhere to in planning 
for landscaping maintenance and upgrade projects.  Currently, the Commit-
tee is working on the following projects: 

 Maintenance Issues -  The Medallion crew is cleaning up after the winter 

storms and continuing with further irrigation work, hedge pruning, reseed-
ing, replanting and remulching.  Removal of invasive kikuyu grass will be-
gin along Leigh Avenue.   

 Current Project Work - Additional work on the entrance from Leigh Ave-

nue will be continuing.  Stepping stones have been added as a walk-
through to the Greenwich side of the entrance where hedges were re-
moved.  Other repairs and upgrades are ongoing throughout the complex.   

 Long Term Planning - Sheba and Maryalice are prioritizing the many 

projects needed over the year.  In addition to the monthly Landscape Com-
mittee meeting on the 3rd Wednesday each month, Sheba and Maryalice 
review current projects at the monthly Board Meeting on the 2nd Tuesday.  

Pool and Spa Schedule 
 

The pools will be heated beginning May 1st.  You can find 
the Pool and Spa Rules on the Association website.  Here’s 

a few reminders: 

 The hours for pool and spa usage are 8am-10pm on 

weekdays and 8am-11pm on weekends.   

 Anyone under the age of 14 must be accompanied by an 

adult resident. 

 Please keep in mind that the pools and the spa are lo-

cated in close proximity to your neighbor’s homes and 

keep the noise levels to a minimum.   

 The spa temperature is set for 102 degrees.  Although 

some may prefer it hotter, California Civil Code sets the 

maximum temperature in a public spa to 104  degrees. 

 Please make sure that the pool gate is closed when you 

are entering and leaving the pool area.  Also, do not prop 
open the pool gate or the restroom doors, as this could 
cause a safety problem with unauthorized access to the 

facilities.  This goes for the tennis courts as well. 

Important Insurance Information 
 

Included with this month’s Newsletter is a copy of the insur-
ance disclosure statement for the policy period March 24, 
2011 through March 24, 2012.  You will notice that the Asso-

ciation has placed its master blanket policy with Bay Area 
Insurance and the earthquake insurance with Monterey In-
surance Agency.  It is recommended that you review the 

attached information with your insurance agent to make sure 
you have adequate supplemental coverage.  If you have any 
questions about the master policy, please contact Bay Area 

Insurance at 650-854-9750 or, for earthquake insurance 

questions, call Monterey Insurance at 831-373-4925.    

The Board will continue to place $8,500/month into a special 
line item called Earthquake Insurance Deductible Expense.  
The money from this account will only be used to offset any 

cost associated with damage caused by an earthquake. 
   

NOTE - A WORD OF CAUTION:  The insurance industry for 

multiple-residence dwellings is now mandating certain condi-
tions under which these polices are provided.  One of the 
conditions is the elimination of charcoal barbecues from any 

second story balconies.  We have assured the insurance 
carrier that we are doing everything in our power to make 
sure that the conditions for the use of barbecues on balco-

nies are optimum for safety and fire prevention.  Along these 
lines, please make sure that you are using only a propane 

type barbecue on your balcony or deck areas. 

Pothole Patch Patrol on Hamilton Place 
 

The City of San 
Jose pothole patch 
truck made short 

work of the few 
potholes on Hamil-
ton Place.  The 

one-man operation 
cleans out the hole, 
fills it with hot pave-

ment, tamps it down and finishes it off with a stone topping.  
If you see a pothole that needs attention, call the San Jose 

Pothole Hotline at 277-4373.    
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